Writing Topics for Skellig  

Critical Analysis/Persuasive Paper
1. What is Skellig—man, owl, angel, or creature?  Prove your take on this and use supporting details AND QUOTES from the text.
2. Analyze the parallels created between Skellig and the baby.

3. Discuss the imagery in Skellig—specifically, what it adds to the novel.  

4. Based upon what you read in Skellig, which does the author favor—home schooling or “regular” school.

5. Explain how the RAV are illustrated by the novel.

6. Discuss the role evolution plays in Skellig.
7. Discuss how one of the themes is created.

8. Analyze the theme of transformation in Skellig.
9. Explore the idea expressed by the realtor:  “Just see it in your mind’s eye.  Just imagine what could be done” (2).  
Required:  

1. Select a topic.

2. Create a graphic organizer to start gathering information to use as supporting evidence.  Consult your double-entry journal.
3. Write your THESIS STATEMENT, which will appear as the last sentence of the first paragraph:  the introduction.

4. Write the intro.  Start with a hook, mention the title and author, explain a little background, and end with your thesis statement.

5. Write the body.  EACH paragraph in the body must start with a topic sentence—the main idea of the paragraph.

6. MAKE SURE you include quotations from the text.  Remember, you must cite them correctly.  Ex.:  The first time Michael sees Skellig, “he [is] sitting with his legs stretched out and his head tipped back against the wall” (8). 
7. Summarize and revisit your thesis, which will create the conclusion.  Make sure you provide closure with the last few sentences.  I shouldn’t be looking around for the rest of your paper.  

8. USE transitional words/sentences to guarantee that each paragraph leads smoothly to the next.

9. REVISE.  EDIT.  POLISH.  TYPE.  SUBMIT for a GRADE.

