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	Similarities
	“from Once Upon a Time When We Were Colored”

p. 48

	· Rich, whites vs. poor Hispanics
	· Both deal with racism
	· Blacks vs. whites

	· Basketball game/Frito bag
	· Precipitating event
	· Minstrel night/usher

	· 
	· Response to racism is the same—both put up with it.
	· 

	· Rogelio Gomez
	· Both talk about the people being discriminated against
	· Clifton Taulbert

	· 
	· Same time period—1950s
	· 

	· Hispanics like Fritos b/c of the Frito Bandito commercial
	· Both have stereotypes
	· Driving while black/car theft

	· Teams on opposite sides of the gym--symbolic
	· Purpose:  to explain how racism works
	· White usher kicks blacks out after taking the money

	· Rogelio wishes he had stood up for himself and smashed the Frito bag
	· Both authors wrote as adults about a traumatic childhood incident
	· Can’t learn about racism from example—have to experience it.

	· Is successful b/c he has something to prove
	· Motivation:  both men are  very successful
	· He wanted his children to know the lifestyle he had

	· Frito bag—poverty, stereotype, being less
	· Symbol
	· 300 lb. block of ice—he’s a man

	· The thing that hurts him makes him successful
	· Irony
	· Lifting the ice makes him feel like a man—then the usher treats him like a second class citizen

	· Rogelio
	· Both have protagonists
	· Clifton

	· Rich, white team
	· Both have antagonists
	· White usher

	· Allusion to Donna Reed & Father Knows Best
	
	

	· Coach
	· Both have adults that “cause” the incident
	· Uncle Cleve

	Purpose of C/C:  To make a decision, draw a conclusion, or come up with a result…THESIS STATEMENTS
People think they’re better than others; when you really understand, you know it’s not true. 

Racism is learned by experience only.

Racism is so powerful it affects adults many years later.


